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English

According to legend, during the Eastern Jin Dynasty, girls could not go to school.
Still, Zhu Yingtai, the only daughter and ninth child of the Zhu family in Shangyu,
persuaded his father to let her disguise herself as a man to study in Hangzhou. On the way
to school, she met a classmate from Kuaiji, Liang Shanbo. So the two decided to go to
Hangzhou together, and they hit it off very quickly and vowed to be brothers in the pavilion
by the roadside. After being a classmate for 3 years, the relationship between the two
became more profound, and gradually Zhu Yingtai developed an admiration for Liang
Shanbo. However, Liang Shanbo devoted himself to studying and did not notice that Zhu
Yingtai was actually a girl. Later, Zhu Yingtai received a letter from her father urging her
to go home. She had no choice but to pack up her bags and say goodbye to Liang Shanbo,
but she was already determined to be with Liang Shanbo for the rest of her life. Before
leaving, she told the teacher's wife her true identity and asked her to give a jade pendant to
Liang Shanbo as a token of love. On the way Liang Shanbo sent Zhu Yingtai away, Zhu
Yingtai repeatedly hinted to Liang Shanbo that she was a woman. For example, she
compared them to the symbol of lovers in Chinese culture, a pair of mandarin ducks. But
Liang Shanbo still had no doubts from the beginning to the end. Zhu Yingtai finally thought
of saying that she had a younger sister who could introduce Liang Shanbo to marry him
and asked Liang Shanbo to come to her home to propose marriage to her sister later. The
two said goodbye at the pavilion, where they had vowed to be brothers. A few months later,
Liang Shanbo went to Shangyu to visit Zhu Yingtai, only to find that his three-year
classmate and friend was actually a girl, and her sister did not exist at all. The two made a
private agreement to stay together for life and swore that they would never be separated.
However, the joy of this reunion is very short-lived. At this time, Zhu Yingtai has been
betrothed by his family to a wealthy businessman named Ma Wencai. Liang Shanbo's
health deteriorated after hearing the news, and later, he died in office as county magistrate
because of extreme depression. On the day of Zhu Yingtai's wedding, she passed by Liang
Shanbo's tomb. A sudden strong wind blew down the bridge beside the road, blocking the
way for the wedding party. Zhu Yingtai got off the sedan chair and came to Liang Shanbo's



tomb. Suddenly, there was a thunderclap, and Liang Shanbo's tomb collapsed and cracked
open. Zhu Yingtai jumped into the tomb recklessly, and then the souls of the two turned
into a pair of butterflies and flew out of the tomb and flew away.



